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CABLE SERVICES BUREAU ACTION                          August 31, 2000

ACCESSIBILITY OF EMERGENCY PROGRAMMING RULE REQUIRING
OMB APPROVAL EFFECTIVE AS OF AUGUST 29, 2000

On April 14, 2000, the Commission released an order (FCC 00-136, 15 FCC Rcd 6615 (2000))
adopting a rule, 47 C.F.R. § 79.2 (Accessibility of programming providing emergency information),
requiring that emergency information that is provided to viewers be made accessible to persons with
hearing disabilities.  Such information may be made accessible either through closed captioning or by using
a method of visual presentation.  Emergency information is defined as information, about a current
emergency, that is intended to further the protection of life, health, safety, and property, i.e., critical details
regarding the emergency and how to respond to the emergency.  Because the rule imposed new or modified
information collection requirements, it could not become effective until approved by the Office of
Management and Budget (“OMB”) pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.L.No. 104-13.
 OMB approved the rule on August 29, 2000 (OMB No. 3060-0945). 

The Commission stated that it would publish a document establishing the effective date of the new
rule upon OMB approval.  See Closed Captioning and Video Description of Video Programming,
Implementation of Section 305 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Accessibility of Emergency
Information, 65 Fed. Reg. 26757 (May 9, 2000).  Accordingly, the Commission will publish a document in
the Federal Register establishing August 29, 2000, as the effective date for Section 79.2.
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