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WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU AND PUBLIC SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY BUREAU UPDATE LIST OF TV STATIONS TO BE PROTECTED IN THE T-BAND
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This Public Notice confirms the online availability of the list of TV stations that private land mobile radio applicants in the 470-512 MHz band (T-Band) must protect when filing applications.  Commission rule section 90.307(e) includes a reference that this publication is viewable at the Commission’s headquarters.[footnoteRef:3]  As the Commission’s offices are currently closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we provide notice that the most recent version is available at https://www.fcc.gov/general/oet-technical-documents.  [3:  See 47 CFR § 90.307(e)(“The television stations to be protected (co-channel, adjacent channel, IM, and IF) in any given urbanized area, in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of this section, are identified in the Commission's publication “TV stations to be considered in the preparation of Applications for Land Mobile Facilities in the Band 470-512 MHz.” The publication is available at the offices of the Federal Communications Commission in Washington, DC or upon the request of interested persons.”). ] 


In eleven cities, the Commission allocated spectrum in the T-Band for sharing between broadcast television and “public safety, industrial, and land transportation” private land mobile radio (PLMR) services.[footnoteRef:4]  PLMR use is permitted where these channels are not assigned to a TV station, though land mobile stations operating in this band must maintain fixed mileage separation from the transmitter sites of affected television stations.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Amendment of Parts 2, 89, 91, and 93; Geographic Reallocation of UHF TV Channels 14 Through 20 to the Land Mobile Radio Services for Use Within the 25 Largest Urbanized Areas of the United States; Petition Filed by the Telecommunications Committee of the National Association of Manufacturers to Permit Use of TV Channels 14 and 15 by Land Mobile Stations in the Los Angeles Area, Docket No. 18261, RM-566, First Report and Order, 23 F.C.C.2d 325, 339, para. 31 (1970) (T-Band Allocation First Report and Order). ]  [5:  See 47 CFR § 90.307(d).] 


Shortly after the 2012 enactment of the T-Band Mandate[footnoteRef:6] requiring the relocation of public safety eligibles from the T-Band and auctioning of the spectrum, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau (Bureaus) jointly imposed a suspension on the acceptance and processing of certain applications for services operating in the T-Band.[footnoteRef:7]  Following the recent repeal of the T-Band Mandate,[footnoteRef:8] the Bureaus modified the Suspension Notice, stating that the Bureaus would process pending applications and resume processing renewal requests within 30 days of releasing the Suspension Modification.[footnoteRef:9]  The Bureaus also announced a period starting February 18, 2021 for Commission-certified frequency coordinators to pre-coordinate applications and a 90-day window commencing March 22, 2021 and ending June 21, 2021, allowing incumbents to seek expanded access to the T-Band if they propose narrowband operations.[footnoteRef:10]  This Public Notice provides updated information on how to access the most recent list of TV stations referenced in Commission rule section 90.307(e) for reference in preparing T-Band applications.  [6:  Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, Pub. L. No. 112-96, Title VI, 125 Stat. 156 (2012).  Section 6103 was codified as 47 U.S.C. § 1413.]  [7:  Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau Suspend the Acceptance and Processing of Certain Part 22 and 90 Applications for 470-512 MHz (T-Band) Spectrum, Public Notice, 27 FCC Rcd 4218 (WTB/PSHSB 2012) (Suspension Notice).  In 2019, the Bureaus suspended the processing of applications to renew.  See Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau Suspend the Processing of Applications to Renew Part 22 and Part 90 Licenses for Systems Operating on 470-512 MHz (T-Band) Spectrum, PS Docket No. 13-42, Public Notice, 34 FCC Rcd 11136 (WTB/PSHSB 2019) (Renewal Suspension).  ]  [8:  Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Pub. L. No. 116-260, Division FF, Title IX, section 902 (2020).  Section 902(b)(1) of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 repealed Section 6103 of the Spectrum Act.  Id., § 902(b)(1).]  [9:  Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau Modify Suspensions of Acceptance and Processing of Certain Part 22 and Part 90 Applications for 470-512 MHz (T-Band) Spectrum, DA 21-82 (PSHSB/WTB Jan. 19, 2021) (Suspension Modification).]  [10:  Id. ] 


For further information, please contact Joshua Smith, Mobility Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, (voice) (717) 338-2502 or Joshua.Smith@fcc.gov, or Brian Marenco, Policy and Licensing Division, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, (voice) (202) 418-0838 or Brian.Marenco@fcc.gov.
Action by the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau.
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