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APPLICATIONS FILED FOR TRANSFERS OF CONTROL OF AUTHORIZATIONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE ACQUISITION OF ONEWEB BY EUTELSAT

Pleading Cycle Established

IB Docket No. 22-404

Comments/Petitions Due:  December 23, 2022
Responses to Comments/Oppositions to Petitions Due:  January 3, 2023
Replies to Responses/Oppositions Due:  January 10, 2023

By this Public Notice, the International Bureau and Office of Engineering and Technology seek 
comment from interested parties on applications filed pursuant to section 310(d) of the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended (the Act),1 for consent to the transfer of control of authorizations held by 
OneWeb Holdings Limited (OneWeb) and Eutelsat Communications S.A. (Eutelsat, and together with 
OneWeb, Applicants)2 in connection with the planned acquisition of OneWeb by Eutelsat.

Eutelsat, based in France, is a satellite operator serving consumers in Europe, Africa, Asia, and 
the Americas.3  Eutelsat operates satellites that have been licensed by the Commission or granted U.S. 
market access, as well as earth station facilities in the United States, through its indirect subsidiaries ES 
172 LLC, Satélites Mexicanos, S.A. de C.V (d/b/a Eutelsat Americas), and Eutelsat S.A.4  Eutelsat’s fleet 
of geostationary satellites serves broadcasters, video service providers, telecommunications operators, 
Internet service providers, government agencies, international organizations, and other customers.5

1 47 U.S.C. § 310(d); see also 47 CFR §§ 5.79, 25.119, 25.137(g).
2 See Eutelsat Application for Transfer Control, Consolidated Description of Transaction and Public Interest 
Statement, IBFS File No. SAT-T/C-20220921-00114 (filed Sept. 21, 2022) (Eutelsat Narrative).  The applications 
subject to this Public Notice (Applications) are listed below in the Attachment.  Applicants filed supplements to the 
ownership information in the initial application materials on November 7, 2022.  Letter from Carlos Nalda, LMI 
Advisors, LLC, Counsel for Eutelsat Communications S.A., to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IBFS File No. 
SAT-T/C-20220921-00114 et al. (filed Nov. 7, 2022) (Eutelsat Ownership Supplement); Letter from Douglas Svor, 
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP, Counsel for OneWeb, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IBFS File 
No. SES-T/C-20220921-01040 et al. (filed Nov. 7, 2022) (OneWeb Ownership Supplement).
3 Eutelsat Narrative at 2.
4 Id. at 1-2; Eutelsat Ownership Supplement, Exh. A-2 at 1-2; Letter from Carlos Nalda, LMI Advisors, LLC, 
Counsel for Eutelsat Communications S.A., to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IBFS File No. SAT-T/C-
20220921-00114 et al., Exh. A-1 (filed Nov. 18, 2022).
5 Eutelsat Narrative at 2.
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Eutelsat is publicly traded on the Euronext Paris exchange.6  Applicants state that Bpifrance 
Participations, a French société anonyme indirectly owned by the Republic of France, holds 23.38% 
(voting and equity) of the share capital of Eutelsat and is the sole shareholder with a 10% or greater 
interest in the company.7

OneWeb is a U.K.-based satellite company that is deploying and operating a constellation of 
broadband satellites in low-Earth orbit.8  OneWeb holds Commission earth station licenses through its 
indirect wholly owned subsidiaries WorldVu Satellites Limited, a Jersey company, and OneWeb 
Technologies Inc., a Texas corporation, and it holds Commission grants of U.S. market access through 
WorldVu Satellites Limited.9  OneWeb has constructed a satellite supply chain including a satellite 
manufacturing factory in Florida and multiple gateway earth station sites to support its more than 420 in-
orbit and operational spacecraft launched since 2019.10

Applicants state that four entities currently hold a 10% or greater interest in OneWeb:11

1) Bharti Overseas Private Limited, a privately held Indian company, indirectly holds a 29.97% 
(voting and equity) interest in OneWeb;

2) Eutelsat S.A.12 directly holds a 22.91% (voting and equity) interest in OneWeb;

3) SoftBank Group Corp., a publicly traded Japanese company, indirectly holds a 17.63% (voting 
and equity) interest in OneWeb; and

4) the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, an agency of the U.K. 
government, directly holds a 17.63% (voting and equity) interest in OneWeb.13

Under the terms of the proposed transaction, Eutelsat would directly acquire 77.09% of the class 
A ordinary shares in the share capital of OneWeb (which comprises all of the class A ordinary shares in 
OneWeb except those held by Eutelsat S.A.14).15  In exchange, current OneWeb shareholders (except 
Eutelsat S.A.) would receive newly issued shares of Eutelsat representing a 50% equity interest in post-
closing Eutelsat, thereby effecting a change in control of Eutelsat.16  Applicants state that the post-

6 Id., Exh. A-2, Fig. 1.
7 Eutelsat Ownership Supplement, Exh. A-2 at 2.
8 See OneWeb Application for Transfer Control, Consolidated Description of Transaction and Public Interest 
Statement, IBFS File No. SES-T/C-20220921-01040, at 2 (filed Sept. 21, 2022) (OneWeb Narrative).
9 See id., Exh. A-1; OneWeb Ownership Supplement, Exh. A-2 at 1.
10 OneWeb Narrative at 2.
11 OneWeb Ownership Supplement, Exh. A-2 at 2-3.
12 Eutelsat owns 96.38% of the voting and equity interest in Eutelsat S.A.  Eutelsat Ownership Supplement, Exh. A-
2 at 2.
13 The U.K. government also holds a special share in OneWeb which gives it certain governance and veto rights, 
that, among other things, can restrict OneWeb’s ability to: (i) relocate its headquarters from the United Kingdom and 
(ii) make changes to its corporate structure or its technical and technology security standards.  Eutelsat Narrative, 
Exh. A-2 at 5 n.12.
14 Excluding the U.K. government’s special share.
15 Eutelsat Narrative at 5.
16 See id.
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consummation shareholders of Eutelsat with a 10% or greater interest would be: 1) Bharti Overseas 
Private Limited, with a 20.73% (voting and equity) indirect interest; 2) Bpifrance Participations, with a 
11.69% (voting and equity) direct interest; 3) SoftBank Group Corp., with a 11.23% (voting and equity) 
indirect interest; and 4) the U.K. Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, with a 
11.23% (voting and equity) direct interest.17

Applicants assert that grant of the Applications would promote competition and otherwise benefit 
U.S. customers, serve the public interest, and be consistent with the Communications Act.18  They claim 
that the geostationary satellite services provided by Eutelsat primarily complement the lower-latency, 
non-geostationary satellite services offered by OneWeb, and that the transaction would allow each 
operator to leverage new capabilities and increased scale, thereby expanding the connectivity platforms 
available to their respective customers and allowing them to compete more effectively with other satellite 
and terrestrial broadband connectivity providers.19  Applicants also state that the transaction would 
provide OneWeb with access to new capital structures necessary to facilitate the development and launch 
of the second phase of its satellite system.20

Referral to Executive Branch Agencies  

Through this Public Notice the applications set forth in the Attachment are being referred to the 
relevant Executive Branch agencies for their views on any national security, law enforcement, foreign 
policy, or trade policy concerns related to the foreign ownership of the Applicants.21

GENERAL INFORMATION

The applications identified herein have been found, upon initial review, to be acceptable for 
filing.  The Commission reserves the right to return any application if, upon further examination, it is 
determined to be defective and not in conformance with the Commission’s rules and policies.

Interested parties may file comments/petitions to deny on or before December 23, 2022, 
responses/oppositions to petitions on or before January 3, 2023, and replies to responses/petitions on or 
before January 10, 2023.  Comments may be filed in the docket using the Commission’s Electronic 
Comment Filing System (ECFS) or by paper.

▪ Electronic Filers:  Comments may be filed electronically by accessing ECFS at 
http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/.

▪ Paper Filers: Parties who choose to file by paper must file an original and one copy of each 
filing.  If more than one docket or rulemaking number appears in the caption of this proceeding, 
filers must submit two additional copies for each additional docket or rulemaking number.

17 Eutelsat Ownership Supplement, Exh. A-2 at 4-5.
18 Eutelsat Narrative at 7.
19 See id. at 8-9.
20 Id. at 11.
21 The Commission has discretion to refer these applications.  Process Reform for Executive Branch Review of 
Certain FCC Applications and Petitions Involving Foreign Ownership, Report and Order, 35 FCC Rcd 10927, 
10936, para 24 (2020).  See also 47 CFR § 1.40001(a).

http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/
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▪ Filings can be sent by commercial overnight courier or by first-class or overnight U.S. 
Postal Service mail.22  All filings must be addressed to the Commission’s Secretary, 
Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission.

▪ Commercial overnight mail (other than U.S. Postal Service Express Mail and Priority 
Mail) must be sent to 9050 Junction Drive, Annapolis Junction, MD 20701.  U.S. Postal 
Service first-class, Express, and Priority mail must be addressed to 45 L Street, NE, 
Washington, DC 20554.

People with Disabilities:  We ask that requests for accommodations be made as soon as possible 
in order to allow the agency to satisfy such requests whenever possible.  Send an email 
to fcc504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at (202) 418-0530.

The proceeding in this Notice shall be treated as a “permit-but-disclose” proceeding in 
accordance with the Commission’s ex parte rules.  Persons making ex parte presentations must file a copy 
of any written presentation or a memorandum summarizing any oral presentation within two business 
days after the presentation (unless a different deadline applicable to the Sunshine period applies).  Persons 
making oral ex parte presentations are reminded that memoranda summarizing the presentation must (1) 
list all persons attending or otherwise participating in the meeting at which the ex parte presentation was 
made, and (2) summarize all data presented and arguments made during the presentation.  If the 
presentation consisted in whole or in part of the presentation of data or arguments already reflected in the 
presenter’s written comments, memoranda or other filings in the proceeding, the presenter may provide 
citations to such data or arguments in his or her prior comments, memoranda, or other filings (specifying 
the relevant page and/or paragraph numbers where such data or arguments can be found) in lieu of 
summarizing them in the memorandum.  Documents shown or given to Commission staff during ex parte 
meetings are deemed to be written ex parte presentations and must be filed consistent with rule 1.1206(b), 
47 CFR § 1.1206(b).  Participants in this proceeding should familiarize themselves with the 
Commission’s ex parte rules.

To allow the Commission to consider fully all substantive issues regarding the application in as 
timely and efficient a manner as possible, petitioners and commenters should raise all issues in their 
initial filings.  New issues may not be raised in responses or replies.23  A party or interested person 
seeking to raise a new issue after the pleading cycle has closed must show good cause why it was not 
possible for it to have raised the issue previously.  Submissions after the pleading cycle has closed that 
seek to raise new issues based on new facts or newly discovered facts should be filed within 15 days after 
such facts are discovered.  Absent such a showing of good cause, any issues not timely raised may be 
disregarded by the Commission.

For further information, contact Clay DeCell, International Bureau, (202) 418-0803.

22 Effective March 19, 2020, and until further notice, the Commission no longer accepts any hand or messenger 
delivered filings.  This is a temporary measure taken to help protect the health and safety of individuals, and to 
mitigate the transmission of COVID-19.  See FCC Announces Closure of FCC Headquarters Open Window and 
Change in Hand-Delivery Policy, Public Notice, DA 20-304 (Mar. 19, 2020), https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-
closes-headquarters-open-window-and-changes-hand-delivery-policy.
23 See 47 CFR § 1.45(c).

mailto:fcc504@fcc.gov
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-closes-headquarters-open-window-and-changes-hand-delivery-policy
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-closes-headquarters-open-window-and-changes-hand-delivery-policy
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ATTACHMENT

Part 5 – Experimental Authorizations

File Number Licensee Lead Call Sign

0124-EX-TU-2022 Eutelsat America Corp. WU9XFT

0129-EX-TU-2022 WorldVu Satellites Limited WK2XBY

Part 25 – Space Station Licenses

File Number Licensee Lead Call Sign

SAT-T/C-20220921-00114 ES 172 LLC S2610

Part 25 – Earth Station Licenses

File Number Licensee Lead Call Sign

SES-T/C-20220921-01006 Satelites Mexicanos, S.A. de C.V. E160140

SES-T/C-20220921-01040 WorldVu Satellites Limited E180620

SES-T/C-20221107-01254 OneWeb Technologies Inc. E000361

Part 25 – Space Station Market Access Grants

File Number Grantee Call Sign

SAT-MPL-20220921-00115 WorldVu Satellites Limited S2994

SAT-MPL-20220921-00116 WorldVu Satellites Limited S2963

SAT-MPL-20220921-00118 Satelites Mexicanos, S.A. de C.V. S2695

SAT-MPL-20220921-00119 Satelites Mexicanos, S.A. de C.V. S2873

SAT-MPL-20220921-00120 Satelites Mexicanos, S.A. de C.V. S2926

SAT-MPL-20220921-00121 Satelites Mexicanos, S.A. de C.V. S2938

SAT-MPL-20220922-00122 Eutelsat S.A. S3055

SAT-MPL-20220922-00123 Eutelsat S.A. S3056

– FCC –


