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This Public Notice announces that the FCC’s Communications Equity and Diversity Council
(CEDC) and the Media Bureau will host a Digital Skills Gap Symposium and Town Hall on September
22, 2022, from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm EDT. The goal of the Symposium and Town Hall is to examine
the issues and challenges that states and localities face in addressing the need for greater adoption of
digital skills training. The Symposium and Town Hall will provide information to attendees on what
federal and state government entities, non-profit sector, community-based organizations, and other
diverse stakeholders are doing to close the digital divide and advance digital literacy for all Americans.
The Symposium will feature a panel discussion to present information on the Digital Equity Act
(DEA), the FCC’s Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), and other efforts to address access to
broadband. The panel discussion will examine the following issues, among others:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The FCC’s efforts to close the digital divide and promote digital equity through its Affordable
Connectivity Program and other initiatives.
Overview of the Digital Equity Act, including funding aspects, and the DEA’s implications for
the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program and the ACP.
How should equity be defined and how should stakeholders identify the constituencies and
populations that remain underserved?
What are the impacts of the persistent digital divide on underserved communities and others left
out of the digital ecosystem?
The importance of states adopting comprehensive digital equity plans.
Best practices and examples of states that have digital equity offices or that are developing plans
and procedures to address digital equity.

The event will also feature a robust Town Hall discussion with experts from a range of
perspectives, including faith-based institutions, civil rights organizations, digital literacy services, library
services, local government, and Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). The Town Hall
seeks to highlight several important topics, including:
●
●
●
●

How to build the case for equity and diversity as the foundation for eliminating America’s digital
skills gap.
Breaking down the silos between corporate entities, non-profits, and government agencies.
Lessons learned as communities adopt the FCC’s Affordable Connectivity Program.
Community-based training programs developed and sponsored by non-profits and faith-based
organizations.
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The detailed agenda for the Symposium and Town Hall will be released prior to the event. The
event will be convened in an online format and will be available to the public via live feed from the
FCC’s web page at www.fcc.gov/live. The public may also follow the Symposium/Town Hall on the
Commission’s YouTube page at https://www.youtube.com/user/fccdotgovvideo. In addition, the public
may follow the event on Twitter@fcc or via the Commission’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/fcc.
Members of the public may submit questions during the panel discussion and the Town Hall to
livequestions@fcc.gov.
Open captioning will be provided for this event. Other reasonable accommodations for people
with disabilities are available upon request. Requests for such accommodations should be submitted via
e-mail to fcc504@fcc.gov or by calling the Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau at (202) 418-0530
(voice). Such requests should include a detailed description of the accommodation needed. In addition,
please include a way for the FCC to contact the requester if more information is needed to fill the request.
Please allow at least five days’ advance notice for accommodation requests; last minute requests will be
accepted but may not be possible to accommodate.
Members of the public may submit written comments to the CEDC using the FCC’s Electronic
Comment Filing System, ECFS, at www.fcc.gov/ecfs. Any comments should be filed in GN Docket No.
17-208.
More information about the CEDC is available at https://www.fcc.gov/communications-equityand-diversity-council. You may also contact Jamila Bess Johnson, the Designated Federal Officer for the
Communications Equity and Diversity Council, at (202) 418-2608, or Jamila-Bess.Johnson@fcc.gov;or
Keyla Hernandez-Ulloa, Co-Deputy Designated Federal Officer, at (202) 418-0965 or Keyla.HernandezUlloa@fcc.gov; or Aurelie Mathieu, Attorney Advisor, WCB, at (202) 418-2194 or
Aurelie.Mathieu@fcc.gov.
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