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STATEMENT BY FCC CHAIRMAN KEVIN J. MARTIN
ON ANNOUNCEMENT BY COMCAST AND BITTORRENT
“I am pleased that Comcast has reversed course and agreed that it is not a reasonable network
management practice to arbitrarily block certain applications on its network. I also commend the
company for admitting publicly that it was engaging in the practice and now engaging in a dialog
with BitTorrent.
I hope that the negotiations to which Comcast commits today will result in a solution that
preserves consumers’ ability to access any lawful Internet content and applications of their
choice. That ability is fundamental to preserving the open marketplace and innovation that
characterizes the Internet.
I am concerned, though, that Comcast has not made clear when they will stop this discriminatory
practice. It appears this practice will continue throughout the country until the end of the year
and in some markets, even longer. While it may take time to implement its preferred new traffic
management technique, it is not at all obvious why Comcast couldn’t stop its current practice of
arbitrarily blocking its broadband customers from using certain applications. Comcast should
provide its broadband customers as well as the Commission with a commitment of a date certain
by when it will stop this practice.
The Commission will remain vigilant in ensuring that consumers have the ability to access the
lawful content of their choice on the Internet. Our hearing on April 17 offers us the opportunity
to explore more fully what constitutes reasonable network management practices, including, as
Commissioner Tate has highlighted, the important ability for network managers to block the
distribution of illegal content, including pirated movies and music and child pornography.”
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