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The Honorable Julius Oenachowski
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 li" Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Chainnan Oenachowski:

I would like to share my thoughts on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) and its
potential implications for rural America. I fully support the goal of the NBP in ensuring .
that every American has affordable access to robust broadband service. Key to reaching
this goal is reforming the universal service fund to focus on broadband deployment. As
you craft the policies that will achieve these goals, I urge you to keep in mind the impact
of your current proposal on rural America.
In particular, I am concerned that some of the proposals in the NBP have the potential to
set the United States on a course toward a greater digital divide between urban and rural
areas. For example, while trUmpeting the benefits of broadband at 100 megabits per
second (Mbps) for 100 million homes, the NBP also moves to transition the universal
service fund to support broadband offerings at 4 Mbps. The practical impact is two very
different goals for rural regions and more densely populated areas. Establishing such a
low threshold for rural residents and businesses has the potential to hinder their ability to
share in the transforrnative vision for broadband outlined in the NBP. Further, it could
impair the ability of telecommunications carriers to make investments necessary to
deploy broadband services in our most rural areas.
Rural Americans and businesses are understandably concerned about the impact of the
proposals in the National Broadband Plan on their ability to receive comparable and
affordable broadband service. I ask you to seriously consider these concerns as you
implement the plan's recommendations and take the appropriate steps to ensureal!
Americans playa role in, and benefit from, the promise·ofbroadband.
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JIM MATHESON
Member of Congress

WW!'MQ!QNQEID.
1323 LoNGwotnH HOUII 0PPlCI BUILDING
WASMlN01OHo DC 20118-4402
PMDNI: (202) Z2&-Ilt11

240 EAsT MQPllU. AViNUI (2430 SouTH) 1231
SOUTH SAt.T LAIcI" UT "111

FAX: 1202122HIII

FAX: (IOU -"1417

JalIL.!IlI~

PHON!!:

cecl1) ......1Z31!1

IllllIIlWIlll.OIIlIfD:I,
321 Nofmt MALl. DIWUII01.

SAlNTGIOMI. UT ..790'

tM.tHIXIH a!!ICf:
120 EAsT MAIN STRU1'
P"ICL UT 14101

PHONE: f43'IIiJ m-GllO

PMoNI.: (431) 131-3722

FAX: (4311127-1473

FAX: (435) '13-183&

I'fttm!D ON MCYCLeD MPEA

-----------------------------------

;2022255e38

05-28-10;02:29PM;

From the Washington, D.C. Office of

Congressman Jim Matheson
2434 Rayburn House Office Building. Washington, D.C. 20515
Tel: 202-225-3011 • Fax: 202-225-5638
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