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Dear Mr. Wheeler,

I am writing in behalf of Daniel Warwick, the Superintendent of Schools in Springfield, who has
recently contacted my office for assistance. In late February, the Springfield Public Schools
received word that the FCC had decided to not fund any Priority 2 applications for the 2013-
2014 school year, in which the district had requested nearly $4 million. This funding would have
upgraded cabling and wireless in six of the largest schools, serving about 6,400 students, and
continue to maintain infrastructures already in place.

Since the su I'Pport and maintenance takes place throughout the year, the district begins incurring
costs July 1% of the fiscal year. By the time the decision to not fund these projects occurred, the
Springfield Public Schools had already used $544,560.This late decision leaves the Springfield
Public Schools with a large gap in their budget, with only four months left in the fiscal year.
Nearly ninety percent of the students served by the district come from low income homes, and
the schools have been proactive in providing technology to support the digital-age teaching and
learning for the students, but without the funding to improve programs, this cannot be done.

Both myself, and the Springfield Public School District, would greatly appreciate any assistance
you can provide for both the funding for basic maintenance for this school year and the
understanding of the unportance of helping Districts maintain networks that E-Rate has helped
them mstall ‘

Sincerely,

Ricﬁard E. Neal'
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