
OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

FEoeRnr CowvuNtcATloNS Covrr,ttsstoN
WnsulNGToN

June 16,2014

The Honorable Derek Kilmer
U.S. House of Representatives
1429 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C.20515

Dear Congressman Kilmer:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

iiUr*i.r. I agree withiach of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopian Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided cruciil support to meet the technology needs of schools and

iiU*ri.r. Bui just as technologyand teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries'

Unfortunately,-nearly 6OYo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teacheri with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In

previou-s years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to iess than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if ihey will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

piovided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one'? requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and-library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year periodso they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

wouldbenefit compared to th. curent system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI fconsumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the

program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 20 1 5. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over l0 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

program a*uy fro- non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest

price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this

issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.
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June 16, 2014

The Honorable Tony Cardenas
U.S. House of Representatives
1508 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C.20515

Dear Congressman Cardenas:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 6OYo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural

schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I riceived a letter from 106 organizations calling

for an increaseln E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any Cet [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen

years of G program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to th:
p.ogrurn', UuOgit. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched' the
'Coimission 

would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding ylar. I arnpleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff

this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already coilected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion

in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding

needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. Ac-ording to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for

internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-

Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas' It would also support Wi-Fi

deployment in substantially moie libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.

fractically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will

need to act this ,u..r*". to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding

year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggestihat other steps should not also be taken to modernize the

program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

prolru- u*uy from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

yori gout of insuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest

price in order to streich these funds to reach as many schools as possible' It is called the

i-rateprogram for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possibli seivices at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
-issue 

by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best.possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the applicati-on procett. Toduy, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has alieady committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
studints. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to

working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in

our nation's schools. M
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The Honorable Suzan DelBene
U.S. House of Representatives
318 Cannon House Offrce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman DelBene :

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60Yo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported intemal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI fconsumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemizedrules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear,the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

#hu
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Susan Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
I 526 Longworth House Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Davis:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modem educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemizedrules for
intemal connections, however, E-Rate could help over l0 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernizethe
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.
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The Honorable Steve Israel
U.S. House of Representatives
2457 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Israel:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libruri.r. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concemed about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In

previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today'.s schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural

schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling

for an inorease in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having ury bft [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen

years of the program." Others hav. ulro called for an inflation adjustment to th:

p.ogru*', Uuagit. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
-Coimission 

would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding yea.. I arnpleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff

this yearin impr&ing the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Comrnission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already coilected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion

in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding

needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. Aciording to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for

internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 miltion students connect to Wi-

Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural afeas. It would also support Wi-Fi

deployment in substantially moie libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.

Practicatly speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will

need to act this ,r*-., to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules' we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding

year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggestihat other steps should not also be taken to modernize the

program. I agree ilat we need to -uk" the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

prolru* u*uy-fro* non-broadband services and to broadband services' I also share

you", gout of epsuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest

p.icein order to streich these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate prograrn for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible ,ori.". at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this

issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions' I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the applicatlon process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has alieady committed over $t tittion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

SincerelV,, 
/

arlh
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Rush Holt
U.S. House of Representatives
l2l4 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Holt:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly'600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years. when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and. just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently r-ceiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen f,rrsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that'othe program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 201 5. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the progrtrm.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over l0 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modemization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to

working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in

our nation's schools.

Sincerely, ,/ / /

afrhJ-
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Ron Kind
U.S. House of Representatives
1502 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Kind:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualiff from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program,should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has eifectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the iirst fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate progrurm,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier thii year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up dernand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to intemal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized,rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over l0 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni ze the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly commiited to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modemization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, 
7 /

AU'/'-
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Ron Barber
U.S. House of Representatives

1029 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Barber:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate

program to provide high-speJd broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

iitrlri.r. I agree withiach of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modemization consistent with the

approach you have outlined'

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

iiUri.i"r. But just as technologyand teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no ,"r"-biro"e to those ih" Clut."t of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21't CenturY.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries'

Unfortunately,-nearly 60% ofschools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding y.ur, ,o E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi' In

preuiou"s years, when funds *".. uruiluble, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if ihey will qualify from year to year' Funds for Wi-Fi are

piovided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward' Every school

district and-library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year periodso they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit comparedto the current ryrt.* and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural

schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling

for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen

years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the

progrur.r'. Uuagit. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
-Commission 

would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding yiar. I arnfleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff

this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion

in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding

needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for

internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-

Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi

deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.

Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this a.r-*"r to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding

year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues' My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the

program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

p.ogrurn u*uy from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goat of insuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest

p.icein order to streich these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible ."*i"", at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this

issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has alieady committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year'

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
studints. Thank you agai., for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to

working with you to*urd o* mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in

our nation's schools.

Sincerely, /

a'tl
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Richard Hanna
U.S. House of Representatives
319 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hanna:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

iiUriri.r. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

iiU*ri"r. Bui just as technologyand teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no ,"r"-Liu.r"e to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21tt Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately,-nearly 600/o ofschools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students andieachers with modem educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding yeir, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In

previogi years, when funds *e.e uruiluble, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no ceftainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if ihey will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

piovided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially [reater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district ardiib.ary should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the.program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $l billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

#hil-
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Pete Gallego
U.S. House of Representatives
431 Cannon House Offlce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Gallego :

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modemizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modemization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds *ere uuailuble, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small plrcentagl of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Intemet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an udditionul-discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received u l.it.r from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has elfectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximatety $i.ZS billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I arn fleased to say that, due to.ifort, of the Commission,s staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the p-.utrp.ogru;,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to pro-vide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to intemal staff estimatei, allocating an
additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year withoui updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urbin u..ur. With mode mizedrules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over l0 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural ui.ur. It would also support Wi-Fi
{eployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear,the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in ttre coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni ," ihr-
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband senices. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many ichools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate.access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

Jralsparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the besf posiUi.
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly commiited to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding yeilr, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased acc'ess to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.
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The Honorable Lois Capps
U.S. House of Representatives
2231Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Capps:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60oh of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rote program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which



The Honorable Lois Capps - Page 3

includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, /

ailt
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable John Delaney
U.S. House of Representatives
| 632 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Delaney:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

iiUrLi.r. I agree withiach of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided cruciil support to meet the technology needs of schools and

iiU*ri.r. Bui just as technologf and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no ."."-Liu.r"e to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately,-nearly 60oh ofschools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In

previoui years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

piovided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

accOss in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

wouldbenefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that o'the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modemization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, /
/,b

Tom
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The Honorable John Carney
U.S. House of Representatives
1406 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Carney:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21tt Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the

program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

youi goal of insuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to

working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in

our nation's schools.

Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Joe Garcia
U.S. House of Representatives
1440 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Garcia:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 60%o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools thit need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural

schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling

for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen

years of ttie program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the

program's UuOget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
-Commission 

would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding yiar. I arnpleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff

this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 201 5. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding

needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for

internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.

Practilaily speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't rnove quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding

year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the

program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

progru* u*uy from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of insuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest

pricel., order to streich these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possibte ,ori.", at the lowest possible rates, We can take specific actions to address this

issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has alieady committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Jim Himes
U.S. House of Representatives
119 Cannon House Offrce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Himes:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modemization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 20i5 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21tt Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60Yo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge, In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting thatoothe program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernizethe
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools. i

//

#htkL
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The Honorable Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Representatives
1536 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Cooper:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60Yo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while



The Honorable Jim Cooper - Page 2

maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 201 5. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemizedrules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni ze the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for exanlple, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $l billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modemization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, I

EfrI
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Gerry Connolly
U.S. House of Representatives
424 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Connolly:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21tt Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack suffrcient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Intemet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest

price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding yea.r, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

most important issues before the Commission
real difference in the lives of millions of
helpful recommendations. I look forward to
ofincreased access to high-speed broadband in

Sincerely, 
/

a.u
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Elizabeth Esty
U.S. House of Representatives
509 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Esty:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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inclucles over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modemization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to

working with you to*uid our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in

our nation's schools.

ruil
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The Honorable Eliot Engel
U.S. House of Representatives
2161 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Engel :

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21tt Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 60Yo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that theie is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPI-adj usted level of funding in 20 1 5 . As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

youi goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has already committed over $l billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to

working with you to*uid our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in

our nation's schools.

Tom Wheeler



OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

FEornnl CowvuNtcATloNS CovrratsstoN
WnsulNGToN

June 16,2014

The Honorable Denny Heck
U.S. House of Representatives
425 Carrron House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Heck:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

iibru.i.r. I igree withiach of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

iiU*ri.r. Bui just as technologyand teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no ,"."-bi*"e to those the Classes of 201 5 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately,-nearly 6OYo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate ploglam rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding y.u., no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In

previou-s years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to iess than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if ihey will qualify from year to yeaf' Funds for Wi-Fi are

piovided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firSthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going fcrrward' Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year periodso they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current ryit.- and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely,/ / /

ThM
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Christopher Gibson
U.S. House of Representatives
1708 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Gibson:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60%o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an udditiorruidiscount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received u l,.tt"r from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has eifectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban urear. With modemizedrules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in ttre coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni r" ih"
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applicatlons and requiring greater
tra-nsparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the besipossibie
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $l billion for the ZOt4 funOing year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

d(L
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The Honorable Charles Dent
U.S. House of Representatives
1009 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Dent:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 201 5 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI fconsumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and u'hen we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium:based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modemization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

dhlL
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Bill Foster
U.S. House of Representatives
1224 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Foster:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concemed about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60Yo of schools in America lack sufhcient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate progriun,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules, If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni ze the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $l billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, /

TU
Torn Wheeler
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The Honorable Andr6 Carson
U.S. House of Representatives
2453 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Carson:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act. the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 60%o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will quatify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benef,rt compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modemize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, /a4
Tom Wheeler
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June 16, 2014

The Honorable Ami Bera
U.S. House of Representatives
1408 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Bera:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modemizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

iiUraries. I agree withiach of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopian Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate

program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

iiU*ri.r. Bui just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.

Unfortunately, nearly 60%o ofschools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their

students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply

have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this

challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi' In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like

Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural

schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom

connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current

system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

lunded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet

access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide

substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school

district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

wouldbenefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural

schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling

for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having uny bPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen

years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the

progrurn', Uuagit. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

bommission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding year. I arnpleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff

this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made aiailable that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already coilected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion

in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding

needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up d^emand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. Aciording to intemal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $l billion to Wi-fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. with modemized rules for

internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-

Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi

deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.

Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will

need to act this ,u**", to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding

year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues' My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggestihat other steps should not also be taken to modernize the

program. I agree that we need to *ake the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

prolru* u*uf fro- non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

youi gout of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest

pri..I., order to strelch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

b,-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best

possibli ,"*i"", at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this

issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions' I am also firmly committed to

streamlining the applicatlon procerr. Toduy, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for thoseschools that need it the most and providii.g * uaaitionut'discount for certain ruralschools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need toaddress funding levels. Just last week I rLceived u l.tt.. from 106 organizations callingfor an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the progru* has effectively been
shortchanged by not hav_ing uny -Pl 

[consuirer pric" irrol*] increase for the first fourteenyears of the program." others have also called fo. u, inflation adjustment to theprogram's budget' Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, thecommission would provide approximatety $:.zs billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year' I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission,s staffthisyear in improving the oveiall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
lt'."g these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billionin broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet oureducators' pent-up. demand for upgrading wi-Ei. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to intemal staff estimates, allocating anadditional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year withouiupdated program rules will allow us toreach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban *"ur. With mode mizedrules forinternal connections, however, E-Rate could help over l0 million students connect to Wi-Fi in their classrooms, incruding many in rural areas. It *"dd;i;;"fi;;;wj-ei
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don,t move quickly on new rules, wewill miss the opportunity for wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus onWi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni ze theprogram' I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning theprogram away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also shareyour goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowestprice in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called theE-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the bestpossible services atthe lowest possible rates. we caniake rp..in. ;; ," 
"Jor"r, 

,rri,issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaiies have the besipor.i"ui"
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly commiited to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pieased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $t bittion for the 2014 tunding year, which

-
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has beenachieved a full three months faster than in the previous iunding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commissiontoday' We have an opportunity to make arealdiffirence in the lives of millions ofstudents' Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward toworking with you toward our mutual goal ofincreased access to high-speed broadband inour nation's schools.

-























































































OFFlCE oF
THE CHAIRMAN

FEoEnnl ConavururcATroNS CowwrsstoN
WnSHTNGToN

J:ur;re 16,2014

The Honorable Patrick Murphy
U.S. House of Representatives
1517 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Murphy :

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate progftIm should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $l billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With mode rnized, rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni r" ih"
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also shari
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applicatlons and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the besipossible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding y"ur, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, / /

Thl"L
Tom Wheeler
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June 16,2014

The Honorable Scott Peters
U.S. House of Representatives
2410 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Peters:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modemizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has eifectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the-Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to intemal staff estimatei, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban *eur. With modemizedrules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear,the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in ttre coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni r" ih"
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
tra-nsparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the besfporriUi.
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly commified to
stteamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pieased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion foi the ZOt4 funaing year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerelv. , /

a//l.k
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Mullin:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modemizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply noi set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Iniernet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural

schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to

address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling

for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen

years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the

program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the

Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide

more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our

educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to

reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we

will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on

Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the

program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share

your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the

E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specif,rc actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater

transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible

information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the

Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a fulIthree months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
studlnts. Thank you igain for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to

working with youtoward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in

our nation's schools.

Sincerely, t /ahub
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Jared Polis
U.S. House of Representatives
1433 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Polis:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolv.d or". the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply noi set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just or. p.r...rt of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentagl of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will quali$, from year to year. Funds for Wi_Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only avaiiable once all 'lriority one,,requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other iorm of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believi the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. fvery school
district and library should know that fundinf for Wi-Fi 'tiitt u" available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received u Git.. from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has eifectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-raie support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of ttre Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to prouid.
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimatei, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemizedrules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past, But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in ttre coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni r" ih"
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many ichools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
tra-nsparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the besfposibi.
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly commited to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the ZOt4 funaing year, which



The Honorable Jared Polis - Page 3

includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, / /

---/ 
/

alltt*
Tom Wheeler
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June 16,2014

The Honorable Gary Peters
U.S. House of Representatives
1609 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Peters:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply noi set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
cormectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system' Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other iorm of Iniernet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has eifectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimatei, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized,rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in ttre coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni ," ih"
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We 

"u, 
iuk" specific actions to address this

issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the besfposiUi.
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 fundingy"i,which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

#t,Lu
Tom Wheeler



OFFlCE oF
THE CHAIRMAN

FEoERRl- CovvuNrcATroNS CovwtsstoN
WRsHtNcroN

June 16,2014

The Honorable Ed Perlmutter
U.S. House of Representatives
1410 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Perlmutter :

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60Yo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualiff from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 fundingyear, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, t /

Ehhr
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy
U.S. House of Representatives
2346Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 205L5

Dear Congresswoman McCarthy:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizing the E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60% of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than l0 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other iorm of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized.rules for
intemal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni r" ih"
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly commified to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding y.u., which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a fullthree months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, /

Th/^
Tom Wheeler

L
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The Honorable Bill Owens
U.S. House of Representatives
405 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Owens:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2Ol5 and beyond need to
succeed in the 2l't Century.

I am especially concemed about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualiS, from year to year. Funds for Wi_Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 schoolyear, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, /

althU
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Ann Kuster
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C.20515

Dear Congresswoman Kuster:

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modemizing the E-Rate

program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and

libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be

able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the

approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and

libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so

too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class

of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and beyond need to

succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concerned about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 60Yo of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system. Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are

provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are

funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Intemet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a

multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools

would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those

schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 orgarizations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been

shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the

upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,

funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,

using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the progftlm.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those

resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an

additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modemized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support Wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to modernize the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 funding year, which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been

achieved a fullthree months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission

today. We have an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

X^LD
Tom Wheeler
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The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick
U.S. House of Representatives
330 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Kirkpatrick :

Thank you for sharing your views on the importance of modernizingthe E-Rate
program to provide high-speed broadband to and within all of our nation's schools and
libraries. I agree with each of the recommendations in your letter and hope to soon be
able to adopt an Order beginning the process of E-rate modernization consistent with the
approach you have outlined.

Since its creation as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the E-Rate
program has provided crucial support to meet the technology needs of schools and
libraries. But just as technology and teaching have evolved over the past two decades, so
too must E-Rate. The technology tools that supported the educational needs of the Class
of 1998 bear virtually no resemblance to those the Classes of 2015 and bevond need to
succeed in the 21't Century.

I am especially concemed about the lack of robust Wi-Fi in schools and libraries.
Unfortunately, nearly 600/o of schools in America lack sufficient Wi-Fi to provide their
students and teachers with modern educational tools, and far too many schools simply
have no Wi-Fi at all. The current E-rate program rules are simply not set up to meet this
challenge. In the most recent funding year, no E-Rate funding was allocated to Wi-Fi. In
previous years, when funds were available, E-Rate supported internal connections like
Wi-Fi to less than 10 percent of schools and just one percent of libraries, with rural
schools consistently receiving a very small percentage of funding for in-classroom
connectivity. This is unacceptable.

The main reason for this problem is that there is no certainty within the current
system' Schools do not know if they will qualify from year to year. Funds for Wi-Fi are
provided on a secondary basis and are only available once all "priority one" requests are
funded. I have seen firsthand that Wi-Fi is as important as any other form of Internet
access in today's schools and libraries and believe the E-rate program should provide
substantially greater predictability in funding for Wi-Fi going forward. Every school
district and library should know that funding for Wi-Fi will be available to them over a
multi-year period so they can effectively plan for the future. Far more rural schools
would benefit compared to the current system and such changes could be made while
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maintaining a hallmark of the E-rate program - providing the highest discounts for those
schools that need it the most and providing an additional discount for certain rural
schools.

In addition to rethinking how we provide support for Wi-Fi, we also need to
address funding levels. Just last week I received a letter from 106 organrzations calling
for an increase in E-rate spending and noting that "the program has effectively been
shortchanged by not having any CPI [consumer price index] increase for the first fourteen
years of the program." Others have also called for an inflation adjustment to the
program's budget. Had such a rule been in place when the program was launched, the
Commission would provide approximately $3.25 billion in E-rate support in the
upcoming funding year. I am pleased to say that, due to efforts of the Commission's staff
this year in improving the overall management and administration of the E-rate program,
funds will be made available that can be put to use to enable the Commission to provide
more than that CPl-adjusted level of funding in 2015. As I announced earlier this year,
using these already collected funds, the Commission will invest an additional $2 billion
in broadband for schools and libraries while continuing to assess the long-term funding
needs of the program.

As a first step, I believe we should put those resources to work now to meet our
educators' pent-up demand for upgrading Wi-Fi. But how and when we put those
resources to work is very important. According to internal staff estimates, allocating an
additional $1 billion to Wi-Fi next year without updated program rules will allow us to
reach fewer than 4 million students, mostly in urban areas. With modernized rules for
internal connections, however, E-Rate could help over 10 million students connect to Wi-
Fi in their classrooms, including many in rural areas. It would also support wi-Fi
deployment in substantially more libraries than in the past. But timing is critical.
Practically speaking, to have an impact in the 2015 school year, the Commission will
need to act this summer to adopt new rules. If we don't move quickly on new rules, we
will miss the opportunity for Wi-Fi to have its greatest impact in the coming funding
year.

As you correctly point out, there are several other important issues. My focus on
Wi-Fi is not to suggest that other steps should not also be taken to moderni ze the
program. I agree that we need to make the hard decision now to begin transitioning the
program away from non-broadband services and to broadband services. I also share
your goal of ensuring that these funds are spent wisely on the best service at the lowest
price in order to stretch these funds to reach as many schools as possible. It is called the
E-rate program for a reason, and it is our responsibility to facilitate access to the best
possible services at the lowest possible rates. We can take specific actions to address this
issue by, for example, facilitating consortium-based applications and requiring greater
transparency in the program so that all E-rate beneficiaries have the best possible
information when making purchasing decisions. I am also firmly committed to
streamlining the application process. Today, for example, I am pleased to say that the
Commission has already committed over $1 billion for the 2014 fundingyear,which
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includes over $700 million in broadband-related funding - a milestone that has been
achieved a full three months faster than in the previous funding year.

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission
today. We have an opportunity to make areal difference in the lives of millions of
students. Thank you again for your very helpful recommendations. I look forward to
working with you toward our mutual goal of increased access to high-speed broadband in
our nation's schools.

Sincerely, 7 /

TLth,
Tom Wheeler




