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Access to broadband technology is fundamental to our competitiveness as a nation. As a 

member of Congress whose district has many rural areas, I understand the importance of 
government programs that incentivize the extension of broadband service to all regions of 

the country. The Universal Service Fund (USF) and the Connect America Fund (CAF) are 
critical programs that extend broadband access to all Americans, and I commend the 

Commission's extensive approach to encourage full participation in broadband technology. 

It has come to my attention, however, that the Federal Communications Commission has 
proposed technology requirements for industry participation in the Connect America Fund 

Phase II. These technology restrictions include 100 millisecond latency qualifications that 
are impossible for some broadband technologies to achieve. Satellite companies are 

inherently disqualified from competing for CAF opportunities because they cannot achieve 

the 100 millisecond technology requirements. Satellite broadband technology is restricted 
by geospatiallimitations that terrestrial broadband technologies do not encounter. 

I am concerned that the proposed technology requirements have the potential to limit 
competition in a field where competition should be paramount. By allowing customers to 

experience all broadband technologies, they will have the ability to receive the service that 

best suits their needs and receive service that is representative of all available technology 
in the marketplace. I respectfully request the FCC to clarify the latency requirements that 
exempt certain broadband technologies from participating in the Connect America Fund 
program. 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter and I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John K. Delaney 
Member of Congress 


