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For Immediate Release

STATEMENT OF FCC CHAIRMAN AJIT PAI 
ANNOUNCING TWO MORE PROCESS REFORM MEASURES
  -- 
WASHINGTON, February 7, 2017 – It is a privilege to serve at the Federal Communications Commission with two talented and thoughtful colleagues.  Commissioner Clyburn and Commissioner O’Rielly each have valuable ideas for reforming the agency’s processes and making the Commission more transparent and accountable.  And today, I am pleased to announce that the FCC will be implementing two additional process reform measures—each of which has been proposed by one of them.  

       First, Commissioner Clyburn has suggested that when the agency releases the text of meeting items, we should also release a one-page fact sheet that summarizes the proposal in question.  She notes that this could make the item that we release accessible to more Americans.  I agree.  The FCC will do this beginning with the release of any items for the March meeting. 

       Second, Commissioner O’Rielly has proposed that any substantive edits made to an item between the time it is circulated and the meeting at which we vote on it should have to be proposed by a Commissioner, rather than staff.  This reform will help promote accountability and allow Commissioners to better understand where edits are coming from.  We will therefore implement this reform immediately.

       With these changes and others that have been announced in the last few days, we are off to a strong start on the issue of process reform.  But there is still much more to do.  I look forward to continuing to work with my colleagues on improving the Commission’s operations.  
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).
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