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February 21,2017
The Honorable Ajit Pai
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Dear Chairman Pai:

I write to emphasize the importance of the Federal Communications Commission's
(FCC) final rules for the reverse auction of remaining funds under the Connect America Fund
(CAP). As a senior member serving on the Senate Commerce Committee I have been following
this issue. More importantly, it is vital that the rules for the auction ensure my rural constituents
in Missouri have the same access to advanced broadband networks enjoyed in urban areas.
FCC rules for the reverse auction of remaining CAP funds will dictate the federal
government's ability to support broadband in unserved areas of Missouri over the next 10 years.
A coalition of rural stakeholders, including the Missouri Electrical Cooperatives, NTCA - the
Rural Broadband Association, and the Utilities Technology Council, have submitted a joint
proposal to the Commission regarding weighting criteria and independent evaluation of bids for
the CAF auction. I believe the proposal is sound and represents the best way to ensure all
broadband technologies can competitively bid.
I have serious concerns with weighting proposals that favor slower speeds. Rules that
favor slower speeds will result in a lack of competition in the auction and will cost the federal
government more money over the long term. If Missouri cooperatives can competitively bid,
they have the economies of scope and scale to reach households, businesses, schools, and
hospitals with lasting broadband service. Any weighting criteria that excludes or discourages
cooperatives from bidding means my rural Missouri will be unnecessarily relegated to slower
speeds, and the FCC will have lost a tremendous opportunity to advance broadband nationwide.
Broadband access in rural Missouri that is comparable to urban areas is essential to the
statutory requirement of universal service. CAF auction rules that allow cooperatives to bid
competitively in order to close the rural-urban divide is the right way to proceed.

---The Honorable Mignon Clyburn
The Honorable Michael O'Rielly
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