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CHAIRMAN AJIT PAI

Re:	Amendment of Section 73.624(g) of the Commission’s Rules Regarding Submission of FCC Form 2100, Schedule G, Used to Report TV Stations’ Ancillary or Supplementary Services, Amendment of Section 73.3580 of the Commission’s Rules Regarding Public Notice of the Filing of Broadcast Applications, MB Docket No. 17-264; Modernization of Media Regulation Initiative, MB Docket No. 17-105; Revision of the Public Notice Requirements of Section 73.3580, MB Docket No. 05-6.

The important task of modernizing our media regulations proceeds apace.  Here, we agree to take a hard look at two broadcast rules to determine whether to modify or eliminate them, consistent with the public interest.  

The first involves broadcasters’ obligation to file annual reports regarding their provision of ancillary or supplementary services.  This obligation makes sense for those broadcasters that actually provide such services, and thus have relevant fees to report.  But for the countless broadcasters that don’t, filing the functional equivalent of blank reports with the Commission every year makes little sense and is unnecessarily burdensome.   

The second relates to our public notice requirements for broadcast applications.  Beginning five decades ago and continuing until today, we’ve often required notice of these applications to be published in legacy media.  But in 2017, Americans access and consume information in dramatically different ways (Google it if you don’t believe me).  We hope that the public will tell us whether we should update these requirements to match the modern age or, alternatively, whether we should repeal them.   

Thank you to Michelle Carey, Martha Heller, Mary Beth Murphy, and Raelynn Remy from the Media Bureau, and Susan Aaron and David Konczal from the Office of General Counsel, for your efforts on this Notice.  
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