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Last year, the FCC allocated nearly 12 GHz of spectrum in the millimeter wave bands for 5G and other next-generation wireless services.  With that decision, the U.S. became the first country in the world to identify and open up bands for 5G.  The agency’s leadership continues today as we allocate another 1,700 MHz of spectrum for advanced wireless offerings.  

In doing so, we take steps to ensure that a variety of use cases can flourish in these millimeter wave bands.  For instance, we provide satellite operators with additional flexibility to locate earth stations in the 28 GHz and 39 GHz bands, particularly in rural areas, without impeding the deployment of terrestrial 5G offerings.  Similarly, we decrease the size and increase the number of spectrum blocks in the 24 GHz band to create additional opportunities for a range of providers and offerings.  

We also adopt measures to maximize the incentives for investment and innovation.  For example, we eliminate rules that could have artificially limited participation in future auctions.  And we allow providers additional flexibility when it comes to securing 5G networks and devices, including by seeking input through the CSRIC.  These are all welcome steps.

At the same time, we are not resting here.  We are continuing to look at additional spectrum to open up in the millimeter wave bands.  And we are reviewing the record that is developing on spectrum in the mid-range bands between 3 GHz and 24 GHz.  I am confident that these efforts will continue to bear fruit and that consumers in the U.S. will soon benefit from these decisions.

Thank you to the staffs of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, the International Bureau, and the Office of Engineering and Technology for your hard work on this item.  It has my support.



