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REVISED DRAFT BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT REPORT 
CONTINUES TO SHOW AMERICA’S DIGITAL DIVIDE NARROWING 

SUBSTANTIALLY 

  -- 
WASHINGTON, May 1, 2019— The Wireline Competition Bureau today provided to the 
Commission a revised draft of the 2019 Broadband Deployment Report, which Chairman Pai 
first circulated for a vote on February 19.  The revision reflects a thorough review of the initial 
draft triggered by the discovery that a company submitted drastically overstated deployment 
data to the FCC.  After appropriate revisions to the report, it continues to support the 
conclusion that significant progress has been made in closing the digital divide in America.  
Chairman Pai issued the following statement regarding the revised report:

“We’re pleased that the FCC’s policy of making deployment data open and transparent to the 
public resulted in this error being discovered.  Fortunately, the new data doesn’t change the 
report’s fundamental conclusion: we are closing the digital divide, which means we’re 
delivering on the FCC’s top priority.  We’re achieving this result by removing barriers to 
infrastructure investment, promoting competition, and providing efficient, effective support for 
rural broadband expansion through our Universal Service Fund programs.  I look forward to 
working with my fellow Commissioners to continue making progress toward that goal in the 
coming year.”

The revised report shows that since last year’s report, the number of Americans lacking access 
to a fixed terrestrial broadband connection meeting the FCC’s advanced telecommunications 
capability benchmark speed of 25 Mbps/3 Mbps has dropped by over 18%, from 26.1 million 
Americans at the end of 2016 to 21.3 million at the end of 2017.  Moreover, the majority of 
those gaining access to such high-speed connections, approximately 4.3 million, live in rural 
America, where broadband deployment has traditionally lagged.

Higher-speed services are being deployed at a rapid rate as well.  For example, the number of 
Americans with access to at least 250 Mbps/25 Mbps broadband grew in 2017 by more than 
36%, to 191.5 million.  And the number of rural Americans with access to such broadband 
increased by 85.1% in 2017.  In addition, the number of Americans with access to 100 
Mbps/10 Mbps broadband grew in 2017 by more than 18%, to 288.4 million, while the number 
of rural Americans with access to such broadband increased by 44% in 2017, to 37.4 million.
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order 
constitutes official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


