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For Immediate Release

FCC CHAIRMAN INTRODUCES 
TWO NEW PROPOSALS TO MODERNIZE FCC PROCESSES

Agency Continuing to Streamline Rules and Reduce Use of Paper

WASHINGTON, July 22, 2019—Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai 
today announced that he has presented his colleagues with two new proposals to modernize and 
streamline the agency’s processes.  Under the first, the FCC would continue the agency’s move 
toward electronic filing and correspondence by fully transitioning the Universal Licensing 
System—the agency’s largest licensing system—from paper to electronic format.  The second 
proposal would expedite the Commission’s hearing processes by expanding the use of written 
hearings (i.e. hearings conducted without live testimony).

“As the communications marketplace is being transformed by the digital revolution, we must 
continue to modernize our own operations.” said Chairman Pai.  “That’s why I’m introducing 
two new proposals to update and streamline our processes for the digital age.  By transitioning 
more records and communications from paper to electronic format, we can save money and 
increase our efficiency.  And by streamlining our hearing rules, we can resolve disputes more 
quickly, which will benefit the private sector as well as the Commission.  I hope that my 
colleagues will join me in supporting these good-government initiatives.”   
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official 
action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


