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FCC GRANTS APPROVAL OF NEXSTAR-TRIBUNE MERGER
  -- 
WASHINGTON, September 16, 2019—The Federal Communications Commission today approved the sale of Tribune Media Company broadcast stations to Nexstar Media Group, Inc.  In connection with this transaction, the Commission also approved the divestiture to Scripps Broadcast Holdings, LLC; TEGNA Broadcast Holdings, LLC; and CCB License, LLC of broadcast stations in certain markets necessary for Nexstar to come into compliance with the Commission’s local and national television ownership rules.  In the Indianapolis and Norfolk markets, the Commission found that the transfer of preexisting combinations of two top-four ranked broadcast television stations to Nexstar and Scripps, respectively, would be in the public interest. 

The Commission found that the proposed merger would provide several public interest benefits to viewers of current Tribune and Nexstar stations.  For example, viewers would benefit from their local stations having increased access to Nexstar’s Washington, DC, news bureau and state news bureaus.  Additionally, Nexstar demonstrated that it would invest savings resulting from the merger into its stations, including investments in ATSC 3.0, the next-generation television broadcast standard.

An Order detailing the Commission’s reasoning can be found here: https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-19-89A1.pdf. View the Nexstar-Tribune transaction page here: www.fcc.gov/transaction/nexstar-tribune. 
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).
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