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For Immediate Release

FCC GRANTS GE HEALTHCARE WAIVER TO EXPEDITE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FROM NEW SUPPLIERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Such Devices Include Wearable Patient Monitors, Diagnostic Testing Systems, and Portable X-Rays

WASHINGTON, May 11, 2020—The Federal Communications Commission today granted 
GE Healthcare’s request for a waiver to allow the importation, marketing, and operation of certain GE medical devices from new suppliers for use in healthcare facilities.  The COVID-19 pandemic has caused an unprecedented strain on our nation’s healthcare system.  The action taken by the Commission today will enable GE Healthcare to overcome disruptions in the medical device supply chain as it addresses the surge in demand for critical medical equipment.  Without the waiver, many of GE’s devices that are sourced from new suppliers or that contain new components would have required prior FCC equipment certification, which would delay GE’s ability to provide medical facilities with the equipment needed to treat patients. 

“The FCC is committed to doing everything in its power to help healthcare facilities treat patients during the coronavirus pandemic,” said FCC Chairman Ajit Pai.  “This waiver will enable GE Healthcare to get new medical equipment into the field that will benefit healthcare professionals during this difficult time.”

The Order, which was issued by the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Office of Engineering and Technology, waives certain rules in parts 2, 15, 18, and 95 of the agency’s rules.  It also requires GE Healthcare to test the devices prior to deployment and imposes a condition that GE Healthcare must obtain the required equipment certifications for all devices within 18 months or it will have to collect any unauthorized devices at the end of the waiver period.

For more information on Chairman Pai’s Keep Americans Connected Initiative, visit www.fcc.gov/keepamericansconnected.  For updates on the FCC’s wide array of actions to keep consumers connected during the coronavirus pandemic, visit www.fcc.gov/coronavirus.
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order 
constitutes official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).
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