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June 26, 2020

Ajit Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Pai,

I write today to support the application for the COVID-19 Telehealth Program submitted by
the University of California Davis (UCD) School of Medicine. Their program aims to serve remote
communities in the Central Valley of California, including the underserved Hispanic population,
which is disproportionally affected by COVID-19 and face barriers in access to care.

The UCD School of Medicine operates student-run clinics that have played a crucial role in
serving the diverse populations of Sacramento and the surrounding community for many years. Prior
to the pandemic, these clinics served patients exclusively in-person. To avoid the spread of COVID-
19, the clinics have temporarily paused on accepting patients. The approval of their COVID-19
Telehealth Program application will allow the clinics to purchase the telehealth equipment and
licensing software necessary to restore services to patients in urban and rural areas. The UCD
telehealth program seeks to target mostly Spanish-speaking communities where language barriers,
financial barriers, and lack of transportation persistently challenge access to care. Telehealth services
to be provided will include primary medical and mental health programs that will provide a practical

way to detect COVID-19 symptoms, educate the community, and prevent community spread of the
virus. ‘

The UCD School of Medicine’s clinics provide critical services to higher-risk and vulnerable
populations that would otherwise face great difficulties accessing affordable health care. Their
continued service is imperative to the health and well-being of their patient population during this
time. I have full confidence that the UCD-trained medical students and healthcare navigators will
continue to provide high-quality, culturally-competent care via telehealth, and I strongly support their

application for this program.
I thank you for your prompt consideration of this important matter.
Sincerely,
Dun's 0. Noasua_

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress
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