
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable James E. Clyburn 
U.S. House of Representatives 
242 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Clyburn: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tim Walberg 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2266 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Walberg: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
425 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Klobuchar: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Thune: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Bernard Sanders 
United States Senate 
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Sanders: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Roger Wicker 
United States Senate 
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Wicker: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Chris Van Hollen 
United States Senate 
110 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Van Hollen: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jim Risch 
United States Senate 
483 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Risch: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tina Smith 
United States Senate 
720 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Smith: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
United States Senate 
437 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Leahy: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
United States Senate 
172 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Capito: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
United States Senate 
709 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Baldwin: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable John Boozman 
United States Senate 
141 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Boozman: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senate 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Durbin: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Michael D. Crapo 
United States Senate 
239 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Crapo: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand 
United States Senate 
478 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Gillibrand: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jerry Moran 
United States Senate 
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Moran: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Brian Schatz 
United States Senate 
722 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Schatz: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable John Barrasso 
United States Senate 
307 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Barrasso: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Michael Bennet 
United States Senate 
261 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Bennet: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Kevin Cramer 
United States Senate 
400 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Cramer: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senate 
509 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Cardin: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tom Cotton 
United States Senate 
124 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Cotton: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 
United States Senate 
221 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Wyden: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Joni Ernst 
United States Senate 
730 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Ernst: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley 
United States Senate 
313 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Merkley: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Steve Daines 
United States Senate 
320 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Daines: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 
United States Senate 
731 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Stabenow: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Deb Fischer 
United States Senate 
454 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Fischer: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Kyrsten Sinema 
United States Senate 
317 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Sinema: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Roy Blunt 
United States Senate 
260 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Blunt: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
United States Senate 
255 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Markey: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senate 
524 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Duckworth: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Richard M. Burr 
United States Senate 
217 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Burr: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Bob Casey 
United States Senate 
393 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Casey: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable John Hoeven 
United States Senate 
338 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Hoeven: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Angus King 
United States Senate 
133 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator King: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Todd Young 
United States Senate 
400 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Young: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
United States Senate 
135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Grassley: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Mike Rounds 
United States Senate 
502 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Rounds: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable James Lankford 
United States Senate 
316 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Lankford: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Randy Feenstra 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1440 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Feenstra: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Angie Craig 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2442 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Craig: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ben Cline 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1009 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Cline: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Terri A. Sewell 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2201 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Sewell: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Rob Wittman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2055 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Wittman: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Peter Welch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2303 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Welch: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Andy Barr 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2430 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Barr: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable David Trone 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1110 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Trone: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Robert B. Aderholt 
U.S. House of Representatives 
266 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Aderholt: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ron Kind 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1502 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Kind: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Austin Scott 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2417 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Scott: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ed Case 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2210 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Case: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Cheri Bustos 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1233 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Bustos: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Steven Horsford 
U.S. House of Representatives 
562 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Horsford: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Troy Balderson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1221 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Balderson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Sanford D. Bishop 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2407 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Bishop: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable David Rouzer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
424 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Rouzer: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Cindy Axne 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1034 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Axne: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ralph Norman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2350 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Norman: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jimmy Panetta 
U.S. House of Representatives 
406 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Panetta: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ashley Hinson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1429 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Hinson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Dina Titus 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2464 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Titus: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Rick Allen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
570 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Allen: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ro Khanna 
U.S. House of Representatives 
306 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Khanna: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Drew Ferguson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1032 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Ferguson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Tom O'Halleran 
U.S. House of Representatives 
318 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman O'Halleran: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Jared Huffman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1527 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Huffman: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Mark Pocan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1421 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Pocan: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable David B. McKinley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2239 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman McKinley: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Peter A. DeFazio 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2134 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman DeFazio: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable John Moolenaar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
117 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Moolenaar: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Kweisi Mfume 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2263 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Mfume: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jack Bergman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
566 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Bergman: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable G.K. Butterfield 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2080 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Butterfield: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Rodney Davis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2079 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Davis: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Alma Adams 
U.S. House of Representatives 
222 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Adams: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Glenn Grothman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1217 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Grothman: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Abigail Spanberger 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1239 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Spanberger: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Kelly Armstrong 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1004 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Armstrong: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Darren Soto 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2353 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Soto: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Virginia Foxx 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2262 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Foxx: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Stephanie Murphy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1710 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Murphy: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Elaine Luria 
U.S. House of Representatives 
534 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Luria: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1716 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Miller-Meeks: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
372 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Neal: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Paul Gosar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2057 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Gosar: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Sharice Davids 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1541 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Davids: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Matthew M. Rosendale 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1037 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Rosendale: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Antonio Delgado 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1007 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Delgado: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Billy Long 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2454 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Long: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Kaiali Kahele 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1205 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Kahele: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ted Budd 
U.S. House of Representatives 
118 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Budd: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Chellie Pingree 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2162 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Pingree: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Brad Wenstrup 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2419 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Paul Tonko 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2369 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Tonko: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tom Rice 
U.S. House of Representatives 
223 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Rice: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jared Golden 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1222 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Golden: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Barry Moore 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1504 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Moore: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Greg Pence 
U.S. House of Representatives 
211 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington,  DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Pence: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Dan Newhouse 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1318 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Newhouse: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Andrew Clyde 
U.S. House of Representatives 
521 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Clyde: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Doug LaMalfa 
U.S. House of Representatives 
408 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman LaMalfa: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Earl L. Carter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2432 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Carter: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tom Cole 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2467 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Cole: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Louie Gohmert 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2243 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Gohmert: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Pete Stauber 
U.S. House of Representatives 
461 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Stauber: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Steve Stivers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1022 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Stivers: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Michelle Fischbach 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1237 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Fischbach: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Vicky Hartzler 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2235 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Hartzler: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Fred Keller 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1717 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Keller: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Kevin Hern 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1019 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Hern: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Alex X. Mooney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1232 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Mooney: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Debbie Lesko 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1214 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Lesko: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Bill Huizenga 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2232 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Huizenga: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Jason Smith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2418 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Smith: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Jeff Fortenberry 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1514 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Fortenberry: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Bill Johnson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1710 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Johnson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Michael Guest 
U.S. House of Representatives 
230 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Guest: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Mike Bost 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1211 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Bost: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Elise Stefanik 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2211 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Stefanik: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Markwayne Mullin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Mullin: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable French Hill 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1533 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Hill: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Joe Wilson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1436 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Wilson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Trent Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2243 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Kelly: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable James R. Comer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2410 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Comer: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Dan Bishop 
U.S. House of Representatives 
132 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Bishop: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jim Hagedorn 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1433 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Hagedorn: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Mike Simpson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2084 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Simpson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Darin LaHood 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1424 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman LaHood: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Morgan Griffith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2202 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Griffith: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jerry Carl 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1330 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Carl: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Russ Fulcher 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1520 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Fulcher: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ken Buck 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2455 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Buck: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Frank D. Lucas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2405 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Lucas: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Harold Rogers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2406 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Rogers: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Glenn Thompson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
400 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Thompson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Carol Miller 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1605 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Miller: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jake LaTurner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1630 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman LaTurner: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Richard Hudson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
429 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Hudson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Steve Womack 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2412 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Womack: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Jodey Cook Arrington 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1029 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Arrington: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ron Estes 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2411 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Estes: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Andy Harris 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2334 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Harris: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tom Reed 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1203 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Reed: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable David Valadao 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1728 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Valadao: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tony Gonzales 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1009 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Gonzales: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Stephanie L. Bice 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1223 Lomgworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Bice: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Scott Fitzgerald 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1507 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Fitzgerald: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Bob Good 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1213 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Congressman Good: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Gregory Francis Murphy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
313 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Murphy: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Thomas Tiffany 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1719 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Tiffany: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Diana Harshbarger 
U.S. House of Representatives 
167 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congresswoman Harshbarger: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Mark Kelly 
United States Senate 
B40B Dirksen House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Kelly: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Roger Marshall 
United States Senate 
B33 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Senator Marshall: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

 
OFFICE OF                    January 19, 2021      

THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Cynthia M. Lummis 
United States Senate 
G12 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Lummis: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan 
United States Senate 
B40C Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Lujan: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Dusty Johnson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1714 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Johnson: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
 

The Honorable Tracey Mann 
U.S. House of Representatives 
522 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Mann: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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The Honorable Bernie Sanders 
United States Senate 
322 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Sanders: 
 

Thank you for your letter regarding the implementation of the Commission's Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund.  Closing the digital divide has consistently been my top priority.  I have seen for myself 
what affordable high-speed Internet access can do for a community-for its families, its schools, its 
hospitals, its farms, its businesses-as well as the impact of its absence. I know you share my view that rural 
Americans have waited long enough for digital opportunity.     

On December 7, 2020, Commission announced the results of the successful Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction.  A total of 180 bidders won funding to deploy high-speed broadband to 
over 5.2 million unserved homes and businesses, almost 99% of the locations available in the 
auction.  Moreover, 99.7% of these locations will be receiving broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 
Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (over 85%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.   

Each winning bidder is required to file a detailed long-form application demonstrating to 
Commission staff that they are legally, technically and financially capable of providing the required 
coverage and performance levels within the specified timeframe in the geographic areas in which it won 
support.  Long-form applicants are required to submit a detailed technology and system design that 
explains how they will meet the relevant performance requirements, including information regarding 
quality, coverage, voice service, network management and on-going operation.  In addition, winning 
applicants must submit audited financial statements.  Commission staff will closely review each winning 
bidder’s long form before authorizing them to receive support.   

Once authorized, winning applicants must submit an irrevocable letter of credit covering the first 
year of support.  Support recipients also are required report their deployed location and technology data on 
an annual basis in the online High Cost Universal Broadband portal, make certifications when they have 
met their service milestones, and will be subject to performance testing to ensure their networks are 
delivering the service carriers promised to consumers.  Carriers failing to meet these obligations may be 
subject to recovery of support already received, plus enforcement action and forfeiture, as appropriate.   

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
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