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For Immediate Release

FCC, NTIA SIGN NEW MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON 
SPECTRUM COORDINATION

Updated MOU Will Help Revitalize the Interagency Spectrum Coordination Process 
to Once Again Produce Results for Consumers and the Economy 

WASHINGTON, August 2, 2022—Today, the Federal Communications Commission and the 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration announced an updated 
Memorandum of Understanding between the agencies on spectrum coordination.  This marks 
the first time the MOU has been updated in nearly twenty years.  The revised MOU, signed by 
FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel and Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Communications and Information and NTIA Administrator Alan Davidson, will strengthen 
cooperation and collaboration between the agencies and help advance a whole-of-government 
approach to how we use and manage one of the nation’s most important resources.

This update comes at a critical time in the nation’s efforts to expand access to high-speed 
internet, protect national security, promote economic growth, and advance the progress of 
science and technology.

“Next-generation spectrum innovation is going to require next-generation spectrum 
coordination.  This updated MOU embraces the idea that no single entity can meet this 
challenge alone,” said Chairwoman Rosenworcel.  “We need a whole of government 
approach—one that draws on the strengths in our national DNA: our hard-wired belief in the 
creative possibilities of the future, the power of coordination, and the rule of law.  This effort, 
as part of our broader Spectrum Coordination Initiative, helps make that possible.  I am 
grateful to have the leadership and partnership of Assistant Secretary Davidson in this 
important work.”

“A spectrum coordination agreement that pre-dates the smartphone is not sufficient to meet the 
challenges facing our agencies today,” said Assistant Secretary Davidson. “This updated MOU 
between NTIA and the FCC will deepen our collaboration and improve our ability to anticipate 
and mitigate serious spectrum issues. I salute Chairwoman Rosenworcel’s leadership and 
support in charting a course for sustained coordination for years to come.”

Today’s announcement marks continued progress on the agencies’ Spectrum Coordination 
Initiative announced on February 15, 2022.  As contemplated in that initiative, the MOU 
establishes a stronger framework for managing spectrum use and planning, including, among 
other things, through:

https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-ntia-establish-spectrum-coordination-initiative
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-ntia-establish-spectrum-coordination-initiative


 Formalized High-Level Planning.  For the first time, the FCC Chair and Assistant 
Secretary will hold formal meetings to conduct joint spectrum planning at least 
quarterly.

 A Longer-Term Spectrum Outlook.  FCC and NTIA staff will meet at least monthly 
to exchange information.  Where possible, the agencies will share their planned 
spectrum activities for the next 12 months.  

 Greater Coordination.  The agencies have committed to coordinating more of their 
spectrum activities than was required under the prior MOU, including when the 
agencies are considering taking actions that would create new spectrum adjacencies.  
The updated MOU also extends the amount of time for coordination.

 Improved Transparency and Data Sharing.  Both agencies will endeavor to share 
information, concerns, or views as early in the spectrum planning process as possible, 
supported by technical data and analysis that is based on sound engineering principles.  
For NTIA, this includes sharing information, concerns, or views of other federal 
agencies as well.  

 Clearer Dispute Resolution.  FCC and NTIA will work together to develop and 
implement a process for escalating any disputes for consideration by agency 
leadership.

Going forward, the agencies will revisit the MOU every four years to ensure that it is keeping 
pace with the nation’s spectrum needs.  The Memorandum of Understanding is available at: 
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-385867A1.pdf 
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