
April 17, 2023 

Acting Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel 

Federal Communications Commission 

45 L Street NE 

Washington, DC 20554 

RE 2013 Narrowband Mandate Exemption for Hinsdale County, Colorado 

Dear Chairwoman Rosenworcel, 

As the Representative for Colorado’s Third Congressional District, I write on behalf of Hinsdale 

County, Colorado to request an exemption to the FCC’s 2013 Narrowband Mandate.  The 

requested exemption or waiver is needed to protect the health and safety of citizens and county 

employees, and it does not conflict with the stated purpose or intent of the 2013 rule.  

Hinsdale County, Colorado is a remote rural county with estimated population of 775 people, 

depending on the season.  According to the USGS1, Hinsdale County is the most remote area in 

the United States’ Lower 48.  The county has five mountain peaks over 14,000 feet and 20 peaks 

over 13,000 feet in elevation, and in addition to the rigorous topography 96% of Hinsdale 

County is public lands which are mostly roadless.   

The county’s unique challenges of extreme elevation changes and minimal infrastructure equate 

to vast distances between radio communication towers.  The only feasible locations for towers 

come with added challenges to supply and preserve power to the remote systems; plus, winter 

snow, spring mud, and severe high winds can make tower locations impossible to access.  The 

outcome is a dangerous lack of redundancy, with increased maintenance costs despite having 

fewer locations to service.  

Unfortunately, a tower configuration such as exists in Hinsdale County is not a good fit for the 

reduced radio transmission range of the FCC’s narrowband mandate. The FCC’s intent in 

splitting the previous bandwidth of 25 kHz to the narrow bandwidth requirement of 12.5 kHz 

assumed a benefit of increased licensable frequencies for the business/industrial pool of users; 

but in the case of Hinsdale County were livestock and wildlife populations exceed people, 

there’s no foreseeable need for an increase of available frequencies. The FCC’s narrowband 

mandate also assumed there would be no signal impact from the reduced modulation; but in the 

case of Hinsdale County, despite the best effort of county officials, compliance with the FCC’s 

narrowbanding mandate has led to an alarming drop in coverage for emergency and county 

service communications.   

1 https://www.denverpost.com/2007/05/03/colorado-has-most-remote-area-in-u-s/ 
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Reduced signal coverage also has a near daily negative impact to county services; including 

interruptions to workflow and lost time when, for example, road and bridge crews must travel 

10-15 miles from the jobsite just to acquire a signal.  Narrowbanding in Hinsdale County is 

without merit and has created danger zones—zones where employees are required to work 

absent signal coverage and were citizens and travelers can be stranded with longer and dangerous 

wait times as emergency crews attempt to coordinate around communication channels with 50% 

less coverage than was available before narrowbanding. 

 

Reduced safety, increased costs, and added burden of inefficient communications for county 

personnel is not the only concern.  Federal agency officials conducting business on public lands 

and even wildland firefighting crews will experience these same dead zones when working in 

Hinsdale County due to the narrowband frequency limitation. The FCC should consider an 

exemption for Hinsdale County under these circumstances of safety and hardship.  Fortunately, 

there’s an existing standard which the FCC could apply to achieve such exemption.  

 

The FCC has prior precedent for narrowband exemptions on timing, which exemption could also 

apply to appropriateness where Hinsdale County is concerned. The FCC provided a phased 

approach to implementation of mandatory narrowbanding leading up to and even extending the 

January 1, 2013, compliance deadline.  Within its own Order dated April 25, 2012, the FCC 

outlined rationale for granting a waiver of the deadline which conditions included when:  

(a) the underlying purpose of the rules would not be served or would be frustrated by 

application to the instant case, and that a grant of the requested waiver would be in the 

public interest; or 

(b) in view of unique or unusual factual circumstances, application of the rules would be 

inequitable, unduly burdensome or contrary to the public interest, or the applicant has no 

reasonable alternative.2 

These same criteria used for timing exemptions could be applied to Hinsdale County for a 

situational exemption, and with apparent minimal added administrative effort by FCC. It’s also 

important to note that despite the mandated manufacture of equipment specific to narrowband, 

Hinsdale County indicates cost to recalibrate existing communications equipment is negligible. 

 

For the reasons outlined above I respectfully request a narrowband exemption be granted for 

Hinsdale County, Colorado; and be completed in 30-days to provide relief prior to the upcoming 

fire season.  The county’s current FCC license and letter of support for this request is included in 

attachment.  I further request the FCC pursue this exemption with expectation similarly impacted 

counties may also need the same consideration; including but not limited to potential inquiry for 

Mineral County, San Juan County, and San Miguel County if requested.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Lauren Boebert 

Member of Congress 

 
2 FCC - WT Docket No. 99-87.  https://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2012/db0426/DA-12-642A1.pdf 

https://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2012/db0426/DA-12-642A1.pdf
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Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.
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LICENSEE: 

ATTN: ROAD & BRIDGE SUPERVISOR
HINSDALE, COUNTY OF
PO BOX 277
LAKE CITY, CO 81235    

HINSDALE, COUNTY OF

STATION TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Grant Date
05-19-2015

Effective Date
05-19-2015

Expiration Date
07-18-2025

Print Date
05-20-2015

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0012507273 

Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

Federal Communications Commission

  

Radio Service

Regulatory Status

PW - Public Safety Pool, Conventional

PMRS      

Frequency Coordination Number

Call Sign
KNET688   

File Number
 0006807128    

Fixed Location Address or Mobile Area of Operation

Loc. 1 Area of operation
Land Mobile Control Station meeting the 6.1 Meter Rule: CO

Loc. 2 Address: HENSON & 4TH
City: LAKE CITY           County: HINSDALE           State: CO
Lat (NAD83): 38-01-43.0 N   Long (NAD83): 107-18-55.2 W   ASR No.:   Ground Elev: 2644.0

Loc. 3 Address: 3RD & BLUFF
City: LAKE CITY           County: HINSDALE           State: CO
Lat (NAD83): 38-01-43.0 N   Long (NAD83): 107-19-05.2 W   ASR No.:   Ground Elev: 2646.0

Loc. 4 Address: 71 MOUNTAIN
City: LAKE CITY           County: HINSDALE           State: CO
Lat (NAD83): 37-56-16.0 N   Long (NAD83): 107-16-05.2 W   ASR No.:   Ground Elev: 3751.0

Loc. 5 Area of operation
Operating within a 80.0 km radius around fixed location 4

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used in 
place of an official FCC license.
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Loc 
No.

Frequencies 
(MHz)

Sta.
Cls.

No.
Units

No.
Pagers

Emission
Designator

Output
Power
(watts)

ERP
(watts)

Ant.
Ht./Tp
meters

Ant.
AAT
meters

Construct
Deadline
Date

Ant
No.

Antennas

000154.99500000 FX1 2 11K2F1D   
11K2F3E   
8K30F1E   

15.000 30.00011

000155.77500000 FB  1 20 11K2F1D   
11K2F3E   
8K30F1E   

110.000 71.000 15.012

000155.77500000 FB  1 20 11K2F1D   
11K2F3E   
8K30F1E   

110.000 71.000 13.013

000155.77500000 FB2 1 20 11K2F1D   
11K2F3E   
8K30F1E   

110.000 90.000 8.014

000154.99500000 MO  35 11K2F1D   
11K2F3E   
8K30F1E   

110.000 110.00015

000155.77500000 MO  35 11K2F1D   
11K2F3E   
8K30F1E   

110.000 110.00015

Control Points

Control Pt. No. 1

Address: 1775 HWY 149 N.

City: LAKE CITY     County:  HINSDALE     State: CO      Telephone Number: (970)944-2400

Associated Call Signs 

<NA>

Waivers/Conditions:

NONE

Licensee Name:  HINSDALE, COUNTY OF

Call Sign: KNET688   File Number:  0006807128    Print Date: 05-20-2015
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