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The Honorable Doris Matsui

U.S. House of Representatives

2206 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Matsui,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Daniel Goldman
U.S. House of Representatives

245 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Goldman,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Mark Amodei

U.S. House of Representatives

104 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Amodei,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Yvette D. Clarke
U.S. House of Representatives

2058 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Clarke,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Emanuel Cleaver
U.S. House of Representatives

2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Cleaver,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable André Carson

U.S. House of Representatives

2135 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Carson,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. [ want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Dina Titus

U.S. House of Representatives

2370 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Titus,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. [ want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Kevin Mullin

U.S. House of Representatives

1404 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Mullin,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. [ want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Debbie Dingell
U.S. House of Representatives

102 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Dingell,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. [ want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Jan Schakowsky

U.S. House of Representatives

2408 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Schakowsky,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Lloyd Doggett

U.S. House of Representatives

2307 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Doggett,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Judy Chu

U.S. House of Representatives

2423 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Chu,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Sarah McBride

U.S. House of Representatives

1306 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative McBride,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. [ want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Gwen Moore

U.S. House of Representatives

2252 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Moore,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Paul Tonko

U.S. House of Representatives

2269 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Tonko,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Diana DeGette

U.S. House of Representatives

2111 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative DeGette,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Adam Smith

U.S. House of Representatives

2264 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Smith,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Linda T. Sanchez
U.S. House of Representatives

2309 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Sanchez,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A —

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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The Honorable Pramila Jayapal

U.S. House of Representatives

2346 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: March 26, 2025 Letter to FCC
Dear Representative Jayapal,

Thank you for your letter last month regarding the role that public broadcasting stations
play in communities across the country. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you about the
services that these stations provide in your districts. I agree with you that broadcasters fulfill an
important public interest goal when they deliver live and local news, information, and other
programming, including educational content and emergency alerts. I want to encourage and
empower broadcasters to fulfill their localism and public interest obligations.

Your letter also asks about the FCC’s ongoing investigation into NPR, PBS, and their
member stations. With respect to noncommercial educational broadcast stations (or NCEs) like
the relevant NPR and PBS member stations, Congress provided in the Communications Act that
those stations may not air commercials or other promotional announcements on behalf of for-
profit entities. For-profit entities that contribute funds to NCE stations may receive on-air
acknowledgements, but the FCC has long held that those underwriting announcements are for
identification purposes only.

The FCC’s investigation is examining whether NPR and PBS member stations are
broadcasting underwriting announcements that cross the line into prohibited commercial
advertisements. After all, as the Chairman of the FCC, I have an obligation to ensure that
broadcasters comply with the terms of their federal licenses. That investigation remains ongoing
and no final decisions have been made at this time.

Thank you again for writing me about these important issues.

Sincerely,

A ——

Brendan Carr,
Chairman
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