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STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER OLIVIA TRUSTY

Re: 	Protecting the Nation’s Communications Systems from Cybersecurity Threats, PS Docket No. 22-329, Order on Reconsideration (November 20, 2025).

Cybersecurity is national security.  The Commission’s responsibility to protect our nation’s communications networks from foreign adversaries and other bad actors is one of our most important and urgent duties.  The recent Salt Typhoon attacks underscore that our adversaries are sophisticated, well-resourced, and persistent, and that we must be equally strategic and agile in our response.  
I support today’s Order on Reconsideration because it course corrects and restores the Commission’s focus on effective, collaborative, and legally sound action to strengthen network security.  The Declaratory Ruling adopted earlier this year misconstrued the scope of the Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act and, in doing so, risked creating confusion rather than clarity about the obligations of service providers.  By rescinding that ruling and withdrawing the related Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, we affirm our commitment to act within the bounds of our statutory authority and to pursue cybersecurity protections that are both targeted and enforceable.  
Importantly, today’s decision does not signal a retreat from our cybersecurity mission.  On the contrary, it reflects a recognition that one of the most effective defenses against foreign threats comes from a dynamic partnership between the federal government and the private sector.  Over the past several months, providers have stepped up with meaningful, voluntary measures to harden their networks, and the Commission will continue to hold them accountable through ongoing monitoring, enforcement, and future rulemakings where appropriate.
Cybersecurity is not a one-time task.  It is a continuous effort that demands vigilance, innovation, and collaboration.  I look forward to continuing to work with my colleagues, our federal partners, and industry leaders to secure America’s communications systems and safeguard the public trust. 
Thank you to the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau for their work on this item.
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