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GOMEZ: STOP FALLING FOR THE FCC’S INTIMIDATION
TACTICS

The FCC(C’s threats are the point
Broadcasters and the public must call that bluff

WASHINGTON—FCC Commissioner Anna M. Gomez issued the following statement
in response to the FCC’s most recent threat that broadcast licenses could be revoked over
coverage of the war with Iran:

“Once again, this FCC pretends it has the power to control news coverage. In reality, the
FCC has vanishingly little power over national news networks. It licenses local broadcast
stations, not networks, and no licenses are up for renewal until 2028. Early renewal
attempts are exceedingly rare, and the process is so demanding that any effort would
almost certainly fail, especially given the well-documented First Amendment violations
underlying these moves. These threats are grounded in neither reality nor law and would
not survive judicial scrutiny, just as other recent attempts by this Administration to push
beyond constitutional limits have repeatedly failed in court.

“The concern over the chilling effect of these actions, however, is very real. Over the past
year, this FCC has attacked the media as part of a years-long campaign by this
Administration and its allies to discredit factual, independent coverage while blaming the
press for growing public distrust. Meanwhile, it is the FCC’s own credibility and public
trust that are rapidly eroding.

“Out of the many politically motivated FCC investigations targeting perceived
government critics, not a single one has resulted in an enforcement action. This follows a
well-established pattern of threatened investigations, broadcast license revocations, and
regulatory harassment aimed at pressuring broadcasters and their corporate parents to
comply or capitulate in advance. We cannot give this FCC more power than it has.
Broadcasters, journalists, and the public should recognize these empty threats for what
they are and fight to defend the First Amendment against any attempt to control or
intimidate the press.”
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action. Release of the full text of a
Commission order constitutes official action. See MCIv. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).
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