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Re:	Amendment to the Commission’s Rules Concerning Effective Competition; Implementation of Section 111 of the STELA Reauthorization Act, MB Docket No. 15-53.

The title of the Satellite Television Extension and Localism Act Reauthorization Act of 2014 may be complicated, but the direction Congress provided in this legislation is clear.  In Section 111 Congress charged the Commission with establishing “a streamlined process for filing . . . effective competition petition[s] for small cable operators[.]”  To the extent that we do so here, this Order has my support.

However, the Commission inexplicably races past this straightforward statutory directive and instead provides all cable operators—from the biggest to the smallest—with an expedited process to avoid oversight.  This is contrary to what Congress asked us to do, at odds with the recommendation of the Commission’s own Intergovernmental Advisory Committee, and provides no clear benefit to consumers.  Consequently, to the extent that the Commission acts beyond the direction of Congress in Section 111, I dissent.




