DISSENTING STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER JESSICA ROSENWORCEL

Re: Inquiry Concerning Deployment of Advanced Telecommunications Capability to
All Americans in a Reasonable and Timely Fashion, GN Docket No. 18-238.

I believe the future belongs to the connected. No matter who you are or where you live in this
country, you need access to modern communications to have a fair shot at 215 century success.

This is why the annual Broadband Deployment Report from the Federal Communications
Commission is so important. However, | fear that today’s inquiry sets the stage for an unfortunate repeat
of last year’s Broadband Deployment Report. That report found—despite clear evidence of 24 million
Americans without high-speed service—that broadband deployment nationwide is both reasonable and
timely. It ignored too many people in too many places struggling to access high-speed service and
dealing with connectivity that falls short of what is necessary for full participation in the digital age.

Moreover, this inquiry fundamentally errs by proposing to keep our national broadband standard
at 25 Megabits per second. I believe this goal is insufficiently audacious. It is time to be bold and move
the national broadband standard from 25 Megabits to 100 Megabits per second. When you factor in price,
at this speed the United States is not even close to leading the world. That is not where we should be and
if in the future we want to change this we need both a more powerful goal and a plan to reach it. Our
failure to commit to that course here is disappointing. I regretfully dissent.



