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Communications networks are strategic terrain.  Foreign adversaries increasingly view 
communications technologies as tools of geopolitical influence.  The U.S. must anticipate these risks and 
respond with foresight and resolve. 

The FCC has an important role to play in the government-wide effort to address foreign threats.  
One way the Commission fulfills that responsibility is by identifying and assessing potential national 
security risks posed by vendors, technologies, and operators seeking to participate in U.S. 
communications networks. 

Information is essential to that mission.  Today’s item adopts a carefully calibrated approach to 
ensure the FCC has the critical ownership and control information it needs to evaluate potential risks from 
foreign adversaries as it carries out its authorization and licensing responsibilities. 

Just as importantly, the Commission must be prepared to act on that information.  This order 
establishes an agency-wide directive for staff to monitor these filings, analyze ownership information 
submitted, and, where appropriate, pursue enforcement action. 

These actions complement past and ongoing government-wide efforts to address national security 
threats.  The rules build on the Department of Commerce’s work to identify foreign adversaries, as well 
as the Commission’s own longstanding efforts to protect U.S. communications networks from foreign 
threat actors.

Safeguarding America’s communications networks is not a one-time exercise, it is a continuous 
effort that demands vigilance from all stakeholders.  I look forward to continuing to work with my 
colleagues, our federal partners, Congress, and industry leaders to help ensure the security and integrity of 
our communications networks.

I thank the Wireline Competition Bureau and the many Bureaus and Offices across the agency 
that contributed to this item, and I appreciate the significant work that lies ahead as the Commission 
makes full and effective use of the information these rules will generate.


