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Last year, the Commission launched its Delete, Delete, Delete proceeding.  Since then, we have 
successfully identified and eliminated tens of thousands of words of regulations that no longer serve the 
public interest because they regulate obsolete technology, are no longer used in practice by the FCC, 
industry, or the public, or are otherwise outdated or unnecessary.

This effort to slash costly regulations is necessary and vital.  But the FCC also has a significant 
set of regulatory requirements that are off the books and many more regulatory provisions that are 
unclear.  Having those uncodified and unclear rules adds needless costs, makes it harder for entities to 
understand and navigate our requirements, and risks inconsistent outcomes while potentially wasting staff 
resources.  

One case in point is the FCC’s set of foreign ownership requirements.  Over the past decade, 
we’ve approved many transactions involving foreign investment in the country.  That’s a good thing.  As 
President Trump’s America First Investment Policy Memo notes, “Welcoming foreign investment … will 
be a key part of America’s Golden Age.”  Along the way, we considered new questions about the 
meaning of our rules.  But in many cases, we never codified those decisions or regulations.

So today we write those down in the CFR.  Call it an exercise in good government.  But good 
government also means simplifying outdated rules when possible, and we will take that opportunity here 
too.  To that end, we streamline our review process.

For their fantastic work on this item I’d like to thank Erin Boone, Emily Harrison, Benjamin 
Arden, Christopher Clark, Hillary DeNigro, and Brendan Holland from the Media Bureau and Tom 
Sullivan, Denise Coca, Fara Mohsenikolour, David Krech, Joseph Meyer, and Brenda Villanueva from 
the Office of International Affairs. 


